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A. Look at the pictures and sentences. Choose the correct spelling of the
word to complete the sentence in the style indicated in parentheses.

1. The pizza chef has a big _______. (British)
a. mustache
b. moustash
c. moustache

2. Today’s meeting was _______, so Jane is
doing other work. (U.S.)
a. cancelled
b. canceled
c. canceling

3. Try to hit the _______ of the target. (U.S.)
a. caentre
b. centre
c. center

4. We need to _______ these results. (British)
a. analyze
b. analyse
c. anallyse
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5. There is a nice restaurant by the _______. (U.S.)
a. harbour
b. harbore
c. harbor

6. Oh, no! We have a flat _______! (British)
a. tire
b. tyre
c. tair

7. I love to travel by ________. (British)
a. airoplane
b. airplane
c. aeroplane

8. All of the product prices are _______. (U.S.)
a. labeled
b. labelling
c. labeling

9. What a strange _______ for a dog! (British)
a. colour
b. colore
c. color
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B. Look at the two pictures and the sentences below them. Write the
reason for the spelling of the words. In each pair, you will see two spelling
options for each sentence. The first is British English, and the second is
U.S. English. Each pair uses one rule, and you will use each rule twice.
a. -ise and -yse are more common in British English, while -ize and -yze are
more common in U.S. English
b. -our is more common in British English, while -or is more common in U.S.
English
c. -re is more common in British English, while -er is more common in U.S.
English
d. The final L is doubled in British English when adding the endings -ing, -ed,
-er, -est, and -or
e. Some special words are spelled differently but do not respond to a
specific rule

1.
Do you realise / realize the
importance of doing creative activities?

The chemicals catalyse / catalyze
and create a new compound.
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2.
We have tickets to go to the theatre /

Jane and Aaron are both 167

theater tonight.

centemetres / centimeters tall.

3.
The bus signalled / signaled with its
light before it turned.

Alexandra is a financial
counsellor / counselor.

4.
We have different colours / colors

My neighbour / neighbor manages

and styles of office chairs available.

her own company from home.
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5.
We will finalise / finalize the sale

John looks so different! I did not

of the company next week.

recognise / recognize him at first.

6.
Derek is worried. He heard a
strange rumour / rumor.

The children’s behaviour / behavior
is almost always excellent.

7.
You can pay for the furniture in
cash or by cheque / check.

Bill likes to wear warm pyjamas /
pajamas to bed during the winter.

www-really-learn-english.com | Copyright © 2015 Ola Zur

English Spelling Rules Worksheet: Differences between British and U.S. English | Page 8

8.
Erica just began modelling / modeling

We love travelling / traveling!

last year. She is very good!

9.
The cars drive close to the kerb / curb.

The pets look very cosy / cozy!

10.
In the movies, pirates fight with

Pete is almost never sombre /

sabres / sabers to defend their treasure.

somber or angry.

Get more articles and worksheets here:
http://www.really-learn-english.com/english-spelling-rules.html
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Answer Key
A.
1. The pizza chef has a big _______. (British)
c. moustache
2. Today’s meeting was _______, so Jane is doing other work. (U.S.)
b. canceled
3. Try to hit the _______ of the target. (U.S.)
c. center
4. We need to _______ these results. (British)
b. analyse
5. There is a nice restaurant by the _______. (U.S.)
c. harbor
6. Oh, no! We have a flat _______! (British)
b. tyre
7. I love to travel by ________. (British)
c. aeroplane
8. All of the product prices are _______. (U.S.)
a. labeled
9. What a strange _______ for a dog! (British)
a. colour
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B.
1. a. -ise and -yse are more common in British English, while -ize and -yze
are more common in U.S. English
2. c. -re is more common in British English, while -er is more common in
U.S. English
3. d. The final L is doubled in British English when adding the endings -ing,
-ed, -er, -est, and -or)
4. b. -our is more common in British English, while -or is more common in
U.S. English
5. a. -ise and -yse are more common in British English, while -ize and -yze
are more common in U.S. English
6. b. -our is more common in British English, while -or is more common in
U.S. English
7. e. Some special words are spelled differently but do not respond to a
specific rule
8. d. The final L is doubled in British English when adding the endings -ing,
-ed, -er, -est, and -or)
9. e. Some special words are spelled differently but do not respond to a
specific rule
10. c. -re is more common in British English, while -er is more common in
U.S. English
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