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A. Look at the pictures and sentences. Write IE or EI in the spaces to
complete the word with the correct spelling.

1. The r___gn of Queen Elizabeth I of England
lasted forty-five years. She was one of England’s
most important rulers.

2. My parents read me lots of fairy tales
when I was a child. I used to bel___ve
they were true!

3. Eleanor rec___ved beautiful handmade gifts from her children for
Mother’s Day. She was so happy!

4. Marion is an excellent supervisor. She
is very professional and effic___nt. Everyone
loves to work on her team.

www-really-learn-english.com | Copyright © 2015 Ola Zur

English Spelling Rules Worksheet: I Before E Except After C | Page 4

5. It is important for athletes to have very
healthy diets. They need to eat lots of fruits
and vegetables, as well as prot___n.

6. I am going on vacation to the beach
with my family for ___ght days. My suitcase
is packed and I am ready to go.

7. Peter works in a formal office, so he
must wear a t___ every day. He likes his
red one best.

8. I have some delicious cheese here. Would
you like a p___ce? Personally, I prefer the
Swiss cheese.
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B. Look at the two pictures and the sentences below them. Write the
reason for the spelling of the words in the sentences. Each pair uses one
rule.
a. I before E after letters other than C when the IE has a long E sound
b. E before I after C when the EI has a long E sound
c. EI with a long A sound
d. Exceptions: EI with a long E sound
e. IE with a long E sound at the end of a plural noun (adding -s)
f. IE with a long E sound at the end of a verb (adding -ed)
g. Exceptions: IE after C

1.

The bride wore a beautiful, long
v___l at the wedding.

My n___ghbor, Felicity, is a
professional yoga instructor.
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2.
I carr___d this heavy backpack

We worr___d a little about the

all day. I am tired!

rain, but we had a good day.

3.
Graduating is a big ach___vement!

I read a br___f article about it.

4.
I had a very w___rd dream

Could I have herbal tea instead of

about a friendly monster.

coffee? Caff___ne makes me nervous.
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5.
What color did you paint the

It is fun to give and rec___ve

c___ling in your kitchen?

gifts at Christmastime.

Some owls are endangered spec___s.

Are you interested in sc___nce?

6.

7.
I love birthday part___s.

The two lad___s are talking.

Get more articles and worksheets here:
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Answer Key
A.
1. The reign of Queen Elizabeth I of England lasted forty-five years. She was
one of England’s most important rulers.
2. My parents read me lots of fairy tales when I was a child. I used to
believe they were true!
3. Eleanor received beautiful hand-made gifts from her children for
Mother’s Day. She was so happy!
4. Marion is an excellent supervisor. She is very professional and efficient.
Everyone loves to work on her team.
5. It is important for athletes to have very healthy diets. They need to eat
lots of fruits and vegetables, as well as protein.
6. I am going on vacation to the beach with my family for eight days. My
suitcase is packed and I am ready to go.
7. Peter works in a formal office, so he must wear a tie every day. He likes
his red one best.
8. I have some delicious cheese here. Would you like a piece? Personally, I
prefer the Swiss cheese.
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B.
1. c. EI with a long A sound
2. f. IE with a long E sound at the end of a verb (adding -ed)
3. a. I before E after letters other than C when the IE has a long E sound
4. d. Exceptions: EI with a long E sound
5. b. E before I after C when the EI has a long E sound
6. g. Exceptions: IE after C
7. e. IE with a long E sound at the end of a plural noun (adding -s)

www-really-learn-english.com | Copyright © 2015 Ola Zur

About Really Learn English

My name is Ola Zur, and I am the creator of Really Learn English. My team
and I used our teaching knowledge and years of experience to create our
useful resources for teachers.
Our expertise is creating simple yet effective learning aids for teachers and
students.
These resources were created by myself and my team of expert teachers
and writers. They are carefully designed to improve the teaching process
and make it more effective.
These resources will save you many hours of searching for suitable
materials (or writing them yourself), and help you achieve the best results
with your students.
In addition, there is no need to wait. You will be able to download the
digital books instantly in a printable form.
Really Learn English is a well-known and loved website for teachers and
students around the world. I hope you and your students will find it useful
too!

Our Best Sellers (Digital Books in PDF form)
English Short Stories, Book and
Workbook, Emma and Jerry

110 pages of high interest/low vocabulary stories, as well as many types of
exercises for your students.
Simple vocabulary and sentence structure ● No complicated words or
advanced tenses ● Amusing and funny stories ● High interest for teenagers
and adults

Click here to get it:
store.really-learn-english.com/products/english-short-stories-emma-and-jerry

Our Best Sellers (Digital Books in PDF form)
English Short Stories, Emma and
Jerry, Volume 2

The second book in the "English Short Stories" series. It has many stories
about Emma and Jerry, a married couple, and the funny everyday situations
they go through.
The stories are written in simple English. The accompanying exercises
practice vocabulary, grammar, writing and comprehension. The book
comes with an answer book.
208 pages of high interest/low vocabulary stories, as well as many types of
exercises for your students.
Click here to get it:
store.really-learn-english.com/products/english-short-stories-emma-and-jerryvolume-2

Our Best Sellers (Digital Books in PDF form)
Stories and Exercises
to Practice the Simple Tenses

A unique series of five books: a book for each simple tense, a book for all
the simple tenses mixed, and an additional book for speech practice of
these tenses.
Rules, stories, exercises, and answers for each of the simple tenses (simple
present, simple past and simple future).
Click here to get it:
store.really-learn-english.com/products/stories-and-exercises-to-practice-thesimple-tenses

Our Best Sellers (Digital Books in PDF form)
Stories and Exercises
to Practice the Progressive Tenses

A series of illustrated stories and exercises to practice the progressive tenses:





Stories and Exercises to Practice the Present Progressive (75 pages)
Stories and Exercises to Practice the Past Progressive (76 pages)
Stories and Exercises to Practice the Future Progressive (76 pages)
Stories and Exercises to Practice All the Progressive Tenses Mixed (64 pages)

All stories and activities are written using the progressive tenses. That way the student
and teacher can concentrate on reading and practicing one tense at a time.

Click here to get it:
store.really-learn-english.com/products/stories-and-exercises-to-practice-theprogressive-tenses

Our Best Sellers (Digital Books in PDF form)
Stories and Exercises
to Practice the Perfect Tenses

A series of illustrated stories and exercises to practice the perfect tenses:






Stories and Exercises to Practice the Present Perfect (80 pages)
Stories and Exercises to Practice the Past Perfect (85 pages)
Stories and Exercises to Practice the Future Perfect (80 pages)
Stories and Exercises to Practice All the Perfect Tenses Mixed (64 pages)
Practice Speaking English with English Grammar Dialogues for the Perfect Tenses
(46 pages)

All stories and activities are written using the perfect tenses. That way the student and
teacher can concentrate on reading and practicing one main tense at a time.

Click here to get it:
store.really-learn-english.com/products/stories-and-exercises-to-practice-theperfect-tenses

Our Best Sellers (Digital Books in PDF form)
English Modal Verbs Series

A step-by-step series of illustrated workbooks to teach English modal verbs and their
corresponding semi-modal verbs:








Can, Could, and Be Able To (60 pages)
Must, Might, May, Need to, and Have To (80 pages)
Should, Ought to, and Had Better (46 pages)
Will, Shall and Would (54 pages)
Categories Review Booklet (40 pages)
Teacher’s Guide and Final Test (15 pages)
Complete Answer Key (70 pages)

Resources include: rules, examples, short stories, exercises, and a final test. The
materials can serve as: lesson plans, homework, class and role play activities, tests and
quizzes.

Click here to get it:
store.really-learn-english.com/products/english-modal-verbs-series

Do you have any questions?
Contact Us!

store.really-learn-english.com/pages/contact

Website: www.really-learn-english.com
Store: store.really-learn-english.com

Click to share this with others:

